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Your May 2, 1921 memorandum to Gary Jugum has been
referred to me for response. You have requested an opinior
concerning whether chemicals produced at a petrochemical plart,
alcohol, and motor and lube o0ils may he considered "petroleun
producte® for purposes of acfministering the oil spill fees
proqrar,

Government Code Qection 8670,3(n) defines 'petroleum
product® to mean < '

.ssany liouiéd kydrocarbon at atrmosrheric
terperature and pressure that {s the prodguct

) of the fractionation, distillation, or other
refining or preocessing of crude oil and is-
vsed as, useable as, or pmay be refinred as, a
fuel or fuel hlendstock, includina, but not
limited to, qasoline, diesel fuel, aviation
fuel, hunker fuel, and fuels containina a
hlend of alcokol and petroleum.

Chericels

; In your memorandum, you indicate that a petrochericel
rlant uses various feedstocks to procduce limunid chermicals., Ue
acree with your orinion that the chemicals produced at a
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petreocherical plant are not petroleum products within the reaning

of Section 8670.3(n), since they are not a direct product of thke ™

fractionation, dietillatior, or other refinirg or proceseing cf
c'uﬁp oil, - : ’

Alrohol; which is also a preduct of & petroleum'cberiC<l

rlant, may be used as a fuel or hlended with gasoline to produce
gasohol. Ve aaree with your opinion that alcohol is not a ‘
retroleur product, but that the hlended fuel (qasolire ané
alcobol) is a petroleur product. ‘ R o
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Cils

In your memorandunm, you also statpathat a lube oil rlant
vses lube distillates and bare oils to com pound and blend motor
cil and lube 0il. The lubke oil plant uses various processes :
(such as solvent extraction, acid treatinq, ‘deasphalting, and A -
hvArofinire) to purify the feedstock ard hlends various adeitivcr"
to aive the finishted procuct 6eterqent or beat-tolerant L
prorerties :

Apprexirmately 20% of the cortprt of motor 011 and Jub
oil is additives. We therefore conclude trat, since rotor oilf
ard Jube oil are not a direct product of the ‘ractionatlon,'
distillation, or other refinirng or prnceqsina of crude oil, thev-’<
are not netroloun procucts within the Ppaninc o‘ Secticn

Since rotor 61l an? luhe oil areinot subject to tbo il
epill fee, it is unnecessary to angwer vour ocues tions concernina
tre rmarner ir vkichk the oils are ehipred, _ :

Please let me know if vou have any further auestiors,
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cc: Mr, Allan ¥, Stuckey
Mr, E. V. Ardersoen -
Mr, Rocer Dunstan, Departrert of Fistk and Care
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